Grade 5-8 Course Descriptions
Use this brochure to help select your child’s classes for this summer. Participation is
determined by the grade the child will enter into in September 2021. All classes include a 20
minute outdoor recess, weather permitting! Please visit www.campideanj.com to register!

Week Of July 12-July 15
Grade 4-5

Time Travelers
Instructor: Victoria Miller

Jump into your time machine and join us as we zoom back in time through
America's most influential decades! Imagine yourself as a flapper, a baby boomer,
a hippie or even a disco dancer! We will explore the most influential events, ideas,
activists, leaders, and cultural icons of each decade to see how much America
has changed!

Grade 4-5

Mexico: Arts & Culture
Instructor: Kate Mathieson

It’s a fiesta at Camp IDEA where you can explore a variety of authentic Mexican
folk art such as Huichol Yarn paintings and hojalatas, a form of metal tooling. Learn
more about the culture and lives of the people that created these art forms, and
then design your own!

Grade 4-5

DIY Discovery
Instructor: Rebecca Headley

If you’ve ever wanted to try to jump on the “Do it Yourself” Trend, now is your
chance! Campers will use new and recycled materials to design and create
repurposed crafts! Research and complete the latest DIY trends to enhance your
everyday life! Grab some rulers, hot glue, your pencil and some safety goggles
and come check this out!

Grade 5-6

History’s Mysteries
Instructor: Jenna Rentzel

Calling all sleuths! Put your deductive skills to the test as we tackle new cases each
day! Detectives will sharpen their critical thinking skills as we explore history’s
greatest unsolved mysteries. Will your keen eye and attention to detail uncover
clues overlooked by the officials? We must leave no stone unturned! The more
detectives that arrive on the scene, the more cases we will be able to solve!

Grade 5-6

Act it Out!
Instructor: Melissa Manzano

Get ready for the stage with your friends at Camp IDEA! Get introduced to the
basics of drama, and participate in improvisation activities! Bring imaginary
circumstances to life through skits, action and dialogue that you create!

Grade 5 & Up

Poetry Slam
Instructor: Jackie Durso

Poetry comes alive with this class as we read poems that focus on syllables, rhyme,
voice and narratives! We will explore poetic forms that include couplets,
cinquains, pensee, two voice poems and more! Campers will create their own
poetry to show off their knowledge and new skills!

Grade 6 & Up

Build Your Own Video Game
Instructor: Tom Shown

If you enjoy playing video games, maybe it is time you learned how to make
them. This week-long crash course will introduce you to the awesome world of
computer programming. Explore the skills it takes to make your own apps, video
games or whatever interests you. In computer programming, the possibilities are
infinite. Let this course introduce you to a world that is as big as your imagination.

Grade 6 & Up

Street Art
Instructor: Michael Brodzik

Camp IDEA is thrilled to welcome guest artist Michael Brodzik
(https://michaeljart.co/) to share his art expertise with our campers. Mr. Brodzik is
an up and coming young artist who has a unique vision and technique. Campers
in his class will explore new painting techniques and begin to design their own
brand and style while learning how we are all connected through art.

Grade 6 & Up

Music and the Movies
Instructor: Carla Graff

Dust off your musical instrument and head over to Camp IDEA where we will use
music from popular movies to learn new musical skills!! Ever wonder why you get a
little nervous when you hear Darth Vader’s Imperial March? Or how the sound of a
flute or clarinet makes you think of a peaceful walk in the woods? We will learn
how music is used to connect to human emotions. This class will help band
students gain back some of the skills lost over the past school year, and have fun
while they’re doing it!
**This class is open to anyone who plays a band instrument!**

Week of July 19-22
Grade 4-5
Picture

Disastrous Journeys
Instructors: Jenna Rentzel & Jenny Christmas

Part A: Grab your ticket and join Captain Christmas as we board the White Star
Line’s brand new ship - the RMS Titanic. It’s sure to be an epic adventure as we set
sail for New York City. Go back in time with us as we imagine ourselves in the role
of a passenger to explore the ship and all of its new amenities, discover potential
problems, and find out what happened that ill-fated night of April 15, 1912.
Part B: Wagon’s Ho! Pack up your family and jump on board our wagon train as
we set off to explore the historic trail. Will you survive the perilous dangers of this
2,170 mile trail to the west? Participate in simulated activities, an Oregon Trail
escape room, and so much more!

Grade 4-5

And the Oscar Goes to…
Instructor: Robert Brewer

Can you just imagine yourself on stage accepting an Oscar? In this class we will be
taking a step into the 'behind the scenes' process of how a movie star approaches
preparation for a role! Essentially, we will be imagining ourselves in the limelight of
Hollywood! By understanding a series of stories and plays, practicing our public
speaking, and getting in tune with our sense of humor and personality, we will take
steps forward in becoming the future stars of Hollywood!

Grade 5-6

Glee Off
Instructor: Melissa Manzano

Grab your microphone and head to Camp IDEA where you will learn and
“perform” two songs in the style of the TV show, GLEE! Campers will go through a
basic music theory workshop, learn all of the notes to the songs, and be provided
with basic dance movements. Campers will also have the opportunity to design
their own choreography. On the final day we will make a video recording of our
song to share!

Grade 5-6

Comic Creators
Instructor: Dominique Mobley

Can’t decide whether to spend your summer writing the next Great American
Novel or indulge in your artistic side? Look no further, you can do both! Use
storyboarding and screenwriting techniques to plan and map out your ideas all
while using your artistic talents to enhance your storytelling. Campers will use their
imagination to design and create their very own graphic novel.

Grade 5 & Up

The Science of Roller Coasters
Instructor: Matt Kennedy

Put your hands up and don’t forget to scream as you step on board the Camp
IDEA Roller Coaster! In this class you will explore the history and evolution of roller
coasters, take virtual trips, learn fun facts and world records, and finally imagine,
design and build your own!

Grade 6 & Up

Show Me the Money
Instructor: Adam DiLorenzo

Ever see a commercial for an item that is 10% off? Do you know what that
means? Ever hear your parents say, "we need to leave a tip" when paying at a
restaurant? Campers will begin to achieve an understanding of how money is
used in our daily lives. We will also find out how to budget money for that 'dream
vacation'. Take a look at successful businesses both near and far and that never
ending battle between revenue and expenses which results in profit for these
businesses. . Ever wonder how much Taylor Swift makes per album? Bryce Harper
per at bat? Ryan per YouTube video? We will analyze the salaries and net worths
of stars such as Taylor Swift, Bryce Harper and Ryan from "Ryan's World"We will
have a unique way of looking at these 'fun' statistics as we use math to find out the
answers to those questions.

Grade 6 & Up

Movie Makers
Instructor: Tom Shown

Lights! Camera! Action! Make your directorial debut in the Movie Makers class with
our lead producer, Mr. Shown. You will explore the technology needed to film a
movie, and all of the work that goes into one. Shoot a trailer, learn about camera
angles, add subtitles and even special effects! This year we will also be adding
how to use Green Screen Technology to enhance your movie! Don’t forget to
thank Camp IDEA in the acceptance speech when you achieve your first Oscar!

Grade 6 & Up

Pandora, Playlists and Poetry
Instructor: Barry Jost

Love Music? Think you hate poetry? This class is designed to bring campers’’
inherent love of music and possible distaste for poetry together in one. The
distaste will turn to admiration once they realize that their favorite songs infuse a
healthy dose of poetry into every line. Campers will explore different types of
poetry and use their own musical playlists to find the poetry within the song. We
will also explore the lyrics of their favorite songs to uncover deeper meanings, thus
adding layers to their appreciation!

Week of July 26-29
Grade 4-5

Indiana Jones and the Temple of West Deptford
Instructor: Jenny Christmas

If you’re looking for fortune and glory, you’ve come to the right place. Imagine
yourself in the life of Indiana Jones by learning how to be an archaeologist!
Discover the secrets of the past while going on adventures. Campers will explore
the archaeological process through hands-on experiments and activities while
they actively understand the challenges of Indiana Jones!

Grade 4-5

Authors in Action
Instructor: Melissa Thurston

The next winner of the Newbery Award -- could be you! Campers will explore
various genres of children's books in order to make decisions on the creation of
their own book. Students will live the life of an author as they imagine, write, revise,
illustrate, and even glue and sew their final manuscript into an actual book.

Grade 4-5

Stop Motion Animation
Instructor: Michael Brodzik

Coraline, The Nightmare Before Christmas, Wallace and Gromit - what do all of
these movies have in common? They were all filmed using the Stop Motion
Animation technique. In this class campers will explore the history of Stop Motion
Animation and discover all of the set up that is needed in making a successful
video. They will then design several stop motion videos using Stop Motion Studio
app and a variety of subjects and storytelling techniques!
**Campers should bring with them a device with the Stop Motion Studio app installed**

Grade 5-6

Escape the Room: West Deptford
Instructor: Rebecca Headley

Have you visited an escape room and wondered how they are set up? How do
the puzzles work together to create a story that contestants need to follow and
solve? Explore the mechanisms of Escape Rooms, and design your own using
Google Sites to create puzzles and unlock codes!

Grade 5-6

The Physics Olympics
Instructor: Matt Kennedy

Has gravity got you down? Come hang out with the Physics crew at Camp IDEA!
You and your friends will explore force, motion, inertia, momentum, vectors and
projectiles, kinetic and potential energy by participating in daily challenges. Use
household objects to design, build, and test catapults, ski jumps, bobsled runs and
more. Do you have what it takes to win the Gold?

Grade 5-6

The Great Debaters
Instructor: Dominique Mobley

Do you love to argue? Do you think you’re always right? Let’s put your strengths to
the test!! Every day you will enter our courtroom and sharpen your power of
persuasion abilities as we engage in fun and heated debates of hot topics! You
will be able to formulate your arguments and learn to listen to opposing
viewpoints. This is going to be a highly energized and exciting class!

Grade 6 & Up

Strategy Masterminds
Instructor: Jenna Rentzel

Board games, puzzles, murder mysteries -- what do these things have in common?
They all take strategy to be successful! We will play through the games, discuss
and analyze strategies, make hypotheses and test our theories. If you enjoy board
games, come hang out with some like minded people and see if you can be a
master gamer! Who will achieve the Mastermind title?

Grade 6 & Up

Advanced Explorations in Middle School Math
Instructor: Tom Shown

Get a jump start on Algebra skills next year! This fun and dynamic concept-driven
class is designed to give you a strong foundation in linear equations. We will
explore the relationship between Graphs, Tables, and Equations using realistic
situations and geometric patterns. Take this class if you would like a head start on
your math class!

** This class is recommended for advanced/accelerated students**

Grade 6 & Up

Young Entrepreneurs
Instructor: Brian Cross

Do you watch Shark Tank? Are you interested in exploring what it takes to run your
own business? Do you want to be the next successful entrepreneur? If you
answered yes to any of these questions, then this is the class for you. Mr. Cross,
owner of a successful small business for almost 15 years, will be showing you some
of the ins and outs of the entrepreneur world. By the end of the week, you will be
walking away with a business plan, a logo, a t-shirt of your new business logo and
some extra motivation to hit the ground running!

Week of Aug 2-5
Grades 4-5

Mission to the Moon
Instructor: Melissa Thurston

Calling all NASA fans! Establish a lunar colony and launch a space bubble on a
Mission to the Moon! Campers will run experiments to help develop an
understanding of how craters are formed and what they look like on the moon's
surface. In addition, we will explore cultural views of the moon and stars through
legends and myths and then write and illustrate our own creative stories.
Become one of Camp IDEAs first Lunar colonists!

Grades 4-5

Website Design with WIX
Instructor: Rebecca Headley

Explore the basics of website building on a topic of your choice using the
user-friendly WIX Website builder! Campers will walk through the step by step
process of designing their own website. We will embed music and videos,
pictures, animations, gifs and other enhancements that make them fun,
interactive, and inviting!

**Please visit www.campideanj.com for the
West Deptford Courses at a glance and registration forms!**

Grades 5-6

Wizards of West Deptford
Instructor: Fiona Paterna

Wands at the Ready -- it’s time for West Deptford’s very own Wizard School! The
week will be filled with daily duels and house competition, receiving owl mail,
wand-making, trivia, and scavenger hunts! Explore potions, interesting creatures,
and even transfiguration. It’s a week that is sure to be magical!

Grades 5-6

iArt
Instructor: Michael Brodzik

Become a digital art master and learn a whole new approach to illustration in
this fun, accessible class. Campers will learn how to use Procreate on their iPad
to design and create digital artwork like never before. Whether you're new to
digital art or are a seasoned illustrator, you'll unlock a whole new way to make
your ideas a reality. Plus, Mr. Brodzik shares his favorite shortcuts, tips, and tricks
throughout the class, leaving you with an arsenal of tools you can start using right
away. With these at your disposal, you'll be able to create new work wherever
you are, unlocking your ability to make the art you've always imagined.
**Students should bring an iPad with the Procreate App downloaded and
installed**

Grades 5 & Up

Survivor Science
Instructor: Brian Cross

Think you have what it takes to be the ultimate survivor? This is an opportunity for
you to explore the different branches of science as you work together with your
tribe. Upon arriving at the island each day, you will be given a challenge to
overcome, the outcome of which will determine your tribe’s fate. Each day
another challenge is completed. Each day another torch is put out. Each day a
different tribe hears “You must leave the island immediately.” Not only do you
discover that science applies to everyday challenges, you also discover the
ability in yourself to meet those challenges. Join this class for a chance to be the
ultimate survivor!

Grades 6 & Up

Dungeons and Dragons
Instructor: Tom Shown

Calling all adventurers, warriors, wizards, and bards! Come join us as we explore
the darkest dungeons in search of legendary treasures. Learn how to play the
classic game of Dungeons and Dragons while exploring the combat math,
game design, and storytelling that makes D&D one of the most dynamic and
enduring game systems ever created. Students will complete a campaign
designed specifically for Camp IDEA and will leave with the knowledge to begin
their own campaign.

Grades 6 & Up

The Art of Improv
Instructor: Valerie Groninger

Step onto the stage with The Art of Improv. Through the art of improvisation,
pantomime and other theatre games, you will understand the craft of acting.
You will learn performance techniques as well as different types of movement for
the stage. Use your imagination to create believable characters for the stage
while you’re having fun!

Grades 6 & Up

Eye Heart Poe
Instructor: Barry Jost

“The Tell-Tale Heart” is one of Poe’s most famous and beloved short stories. It is
dark, menacing, and a disturbingly accurate glimpse into the mind of a
madman. This class will explore the story and modernize it into a play. Since
there are only two characters (and a narrator) in the story, each group will write
a modernized version of the play and act it out on our final day together.

